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EVOLUTION OF PANAJI

Panaji, the capital of Goa State, is a small but charming city on the left bank
of the Mandavi Riverwith beautiful, red-roofed houses, built in the Latin style. It
also boasts of many modern houses, well laid-out gardens, statues and avenues.

The etymology of the name, Panaji, can be traced to a copper plate
inscription of the Kadamba King, Tribhuvanamalla of 1107 A.D., where the place
has been referred to as Panjani Khali. |n Sanskrit Panjameans a small boat,
while Khali means a canal or a creek. Thus the name may mean a locality on

the bank of a creek navigable by small craft. Mira Mar EWADA SANTA CRUZ
During the penod of Muslim rule, the town was remarkable for the fort of Adil (Gaspar Dias I
Shah in which the secretariat is now housed. It was from this fort that the Muslim 3 ) B Monﬂ:lv M:a:,:?r?;:m E et I:
ruler offered stiff resistance to the Portuguese under Afonso de Altuquerque ' ’“‘ D/ TPOREE ° N My
when the latter first invaded Goa. e - - cada st
The Portuguese captured Goa in November 1510 and Panaji was made a College gww' e
military station. During the administration of Dom Manuel de Portugal e Castro 3 304 ] ] U
(1827-35), Panaji became a place of some prominence. In 1843, it was formally fjs___ >, u E H
declared by a Royal Decree to be the capital of Portuguese India and continued .5, » i !
to be the seat of the Governor till Goa, along with Daman and Diu, was liberated CHINCT 204 H
by Indian forces in December 1961, after 451 years of Portuguese cobnial rule. K, 5 ;e )
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